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Alps: the admirable spectacle of lofty peak and fruited plain
fills the soul with reverence. Ruskin thanked the Divine Crafts-
man for offering to our delighted eyes, almost every morning
and evening, masterpieces of living art in the form of sunrise
and sunset. The objection is that the beauties of nature appeal
to us only in contrast with the commonplaceness of the rest.
There is no beauty in a swamp under a leaden sky, in a vast
field of dust or mud, in oppressive heat or numbing cold 5 yet
these also were prepared for us by hands not our own.

The second level of argument is the sentimental and sensu-
ous beauty of ritual. In this Chateaubriand reveled j and the
solemn tolling of bells was in his mind proof irrefutable that
his faith was true. This thought was an essential part of the
ritualistic tendency in nineteenth-century Anglicanism: another
manifestation of the romantic spirit and the Gothic revival.
Strangely enough, it was best expressed by the poet in whom
we see the prophet of Puritan austerity, John Milton. A few
lines in // Penseroso give in condensed form the full gospel
of esthetic Christianity, and we may consider the phrase "dim
religious light" as its perfect epitome.1

On the other hand, there has been constant dread, on the
part of earnest souls, lest the sensuous appeal should conceal,
distort and destroy spiritual truth. We know for certain that
in all churches the deepest experiences have not been depend-
ent upon the magnificence of the setting. No purer faith could
be found than in the bare cell of the monk, the hut of the

1 But let my due feet never fail
To walk the studious cloister's pale,
And love the high embowed roof,
With antick pillars massy proof,
And storied windows richly dight
Casting a dim religious light.
There let the pealing organ blow
To the full voiced Quire below,
In service high and anthems clear,
As may with sweetness, through mine ear,
Dissolve me into ecstasies,
And bring all Heaven before mine eyes.               (1633)